What makes some words easy for infants to recognize, and other words difficult? We addressed this issue in the context of prior results suggesting that infants have difficulty recognizing verbs relative to nouns. In this work, we highlight the role played by the distributional contexts in which nouns and verbs occur. Distributional statistics predict that English nouns should generally be easier to recognize than verbs in fluent speech. However, there are situations in which distributional statistics provide similar support for verbs. The statistics for verbs that occur with the English morpheme -ing, for example, should facilitate verb recognition. In two experiments with 7.5-and 9.5-month-old infants, we tested the importance of distributional statistics for word recognition by varying the frequency of the contextual frames in which verbs occur. The results support the conclusion that distributional statistics are utilized by infant language learners and contribute to noun-verb differences in word recognition.
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Introduction
How do infants come to recognize words in fluent speech, and why do they find some words easier to recognize than others? This question is a complex one, and is difficult to answer. But the answer is important, because word recognition is a critically important process with consequences for many downstream language processes. If infants do not recognize a familiar word in fluent speech, their ability to match its sounds to its referent will be impaired (Graf Estes, Evans, Alibali, & Saffran, 2007; Hay, Pelucchi, Graf Estes, & Saffran, 2011) . Familiar words that go unrecognized will not be available as a cue to the boundaries of novel words in fluent speech (Bortfeld, Morgan, Golinkoff, & Rathbun, 2005; Mersad & Nazzi, 2012) . Further, an infant who is not recognizing words in fluent speech is missing out on a wealth of distributional information about the word's co-occurrences with other words (Fernald, Perfors, & Marchman, 2006; Swingley, Pinto, & Fernald, 1999) . Infants' ability to quickly and efficiently recognize words in context is a strong predictor of vocabulary growth and other aspects of language processing (Fernald & Marchman, 2012; Marchman, Fernald, & Hurtado, 2010 ). These facts demonstrate the importance of a thorough understanding of why infants can recognize some words easily, but have difficulty with others.
The goal of the current research was to further investigate this process by examining the role that words' distributional contexts might play in facilitating infant word recognition. As a means to that end, we studied a specific case in which infants have word recognition challenges: recognizing verbs (relative to nouns). A large body of research, involving many languages and methodologies, indicates that children learn about nouns more easily than verbs (see Golinkoff & Hirsh-Pasek, 2006 
